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MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND PROGRAde
NOTIFICATION _
, New Delhi, the 31st October, 2011

. F.No. M-12011/12/2011-NSSO (CPD).—Some of
the Ministries in the Government of India have been

conducting various statistical surveys from time to time o

certain sectors, relating to their charge and also generating/
dissemiriating data on the same. In some cases, it was

_ noticed that the data so generated differed from the data/

estimates available through the surveys undertaken by
the National Sample Survey Office and the Central Statistics

~Office of this Ministry. Creating multiple official estimates

even on a few underlying vatiables is considered not
desirable. . _ ' :
2. This Ministry, being the nodal Ministry on
statistical matters; has been considering, for quite some
time, the issues, of avoiding duplication of efforts by
different Ministries in conducting statistical surveys,
ensuring consistency between different data sets and of
enhancing reliability of data. In order to streamline and
further strengthen the statistical system, it has now been
~ decided, in consultation with the National Statistical
Commission, that all the Central Ministries/Departments
shall follow the guidelines given in the Schedule appended
to this Notification, whenever they decide to conduct any
statistical survey. - ’ '

| SCHEDULE

Guidelines for Cond ucting Statistical Surveys

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MOSPI) has formulated the following

guidelines to he followed by the Central Ministries/-

Departments, which intend to conduct any statistical survey

(1) Before deciding to conduc(a statistical survey to
cater to any specific data need, the concerned Ministry/
Department may check for availability of the data required
by them with the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)Y -
and the Central Statistical Office (CSO) of the MOSPL. The
Additional Director General, Coordination and Publication
Division of the CSO, who is designated as ‘Nodal Officer’
under the Collection of Statistics Rules, 2011 shail also be
consuited for avoiding unnecessary duplication, as
provided in the Rules. Ifno data is available with theNSSO .
or the CSO and the Nodal Officer also certifies that the
proposed survey if conducted would not amount to

. unnecessary duplication, the propoesal for conducting a

survey may be referred to the National Statistical -
Commission (NSC). T

(2) Onreceiptofa proposal for couducting a survé_»;,

the NSC may decide to integrate the proposed surveywith .
‘any survey of the NSSO.or to have a separate survey -

conducted by the NSSO, in which case, the proposed
survey would become pait of the NSSO survey programme,
In such-a situation, the NSSO would provide data to the
concerned Ministry/Department on completion of the
integrated survey. If the NSC decides against both these
options, it would concur with the proposal of the concerned
Ministry/Department to conduct the proposed survey,
subject to its oversight. o '

-(3) On receipt of concurrence from the NSC to
conduct a statistical survey, the concerned Central
Ministry/Department is required to conduct the survey on
the subject as indicated above, the following procedures
may be followed while organizing/conduicting the survey :—

@

@

An Officer in the Ministry/Department shall
be designated as Liaison Officer to interact
and coordinate with the MOSPI and the NSC
Secretariat on the conduct of the Survey. -

The Ministry/Department shall, in consultation
with the NSC, constitute a Technical
Committee/Worki_ng “Group under the
Chairmanship of a non-official person, an
eminent academician/social scientist with other

- non-official members from reputed Institutions,

who have expertise in the field of the subject
proposed for the survey. Representatives of
the Ministries/Departments concerned with
the subject-matter of the survey, the Planning
Commission, the NSSO, and the CSO shall be
included in' the Comm ittee/Group. A
non-vfficial member who is an expert in the
field of sampling may also be included in the
Committee/Group, if nccessary. All the -
non-official persons or experts Lo be included
inthe Committee/Group shall be from the panel
ofexperts recommendcd by the NSC.
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The expenditure on organization of meetings
ofthe Committee/Group shall be borne by the
concerned Ministry/Department. ‘

The Committee/ Group duly constituted would -
“formulate the methodolo gy for conducting the

propesed survey, which includes, concepts,
definitions and cla_ssiﬁc_ations tobe followed,
sampling design, method of collecting data,
processing, tabulation and dissemination of

data. The methodology formulated by the '
Committee/Group should be properly

decumented and presented to the NSC for its
concurrence and the survey shall be carried
outinaccordance with the methodology finally

~ approved by the NSC.

W

SR

‘Whenever a need is felt to outsource any
important activity relating the proposed

survey, the concerned Ministry/Department

shall, in COnSul_tation with the Committee/
_Group, identify appropriate Instituti on/Agency

to undertake such activity, The identified
Institution/Agency shall be required to ensure
Pproper training to personnel before their being
engaged for the work,

An elaborate Institution Manual shall be

prepared for use by persons engaged in any
statistical activity relevant to the proposed
survey and the persons shall be imparted

 training, in such manner as may be prescribed

- by the Committee/Group, before being put on

(vii)

(vii)

the job. » ‘
Propei mechanism for supervision of field work

* and quality scrutiny of data collected shall be

Putin place to ensure that the survey is being
conducted uniformly as per prescribed
methodology. For this purpose, appropriate
scrutiny checks and other measures shall be

developed with the. approval of the Committee/ -
-Gropp and the concem'ed_' persons shall be

trained accordingly.

"Steps should be taken to obtain periodical -

- feedback on the ongoing work of the survey

@

and to cause corrective measures, where

. hecessary.

Identification details of data providers shall
be kept confidential, Subject to this restriction,

the data collected shall be converted into  *

-

electronic mode. In addition to quality
supervision and scrutiny of data in the field,
suitable computer scrutiny and validation
programmes shall be applied on the data
converted into electronic mode to ensure
reduction of errors, which might have crept in,
in the field or during conversion into electronic
mode. i '

In case of outsourcing any statistical activity
relating to the proposed survey, the concerned

' Ministry/Department shali take adequate

«

(i)

(xii)

‘safeguards as may be prescribed by the NSC.

The database finalized after validation shall be
used to obtain aggregate information in the
form of tables, as per the finalised tabulation

The information available trom the generated
tables shall be checked for consistency on the
basis of data collected and data available from
the other sources, if any. There should be

sufficient explanation for differences, if any, -

with already available official data,

A draft analytical report baséd on the tables

generated shall be preparcd and circulated
amongall the members of the Committee/Group

and on the basis of cdmmcnts/suggestions‘

received the report shall be finalized, in
consultation with the NSC. Where the data

* relates to economic status of the population/
- section of the population or any other sector,

- the views of the Planning Commission shall be

(xiv)

taken invariably.

The finalized report and, the Unit-level data
(after suppressing identification details of data
providers) of the survey shall be placed in the
public domain and be disseminated in
accordance with the guidelines laid down in
the National Policy of Dissemination of
Statistical Data, :

(49 TheNSC may order for concurrent statistical audit
espect of any statistical activity of the proposed survey.

() All the activities given in these guidelines shall

ptin view while finalizing time lines for any survey as
part of Results Framework Document (RFD) targets.

ARVIND KUMAR, Jt. Secy.
. [ADVI.11/4/186-A/Exty]

Printed by the Manager, Govemnment of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Deini-i i0064“ :
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054,

__[PaRTIII—Sgc. 4] -

-




