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Introduction

Unincorporated non-agricultural enterprises represent a large and dynamic
component of the Indian economy. Covering small manufacturers, service providers,
and trading units, this segment is instrumental in expanding employment
opportunities, promoting grassroots entrepreneurship, and adding to the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

The Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) is designed to
collect systematic data on the operational and financial profile of these enterprises.
The insights derived from the survey act as critical resource for evidence-based
policymaking and strategic planning across public and private sectors.

The first full-fledged ASUSE was conducted during 202122 (April 2021 to March
2022). It was followed by ASUSE 2022-23, carried out from October 2022 to
September 2023 and ASUSE 2023-24 (October 2023 - September 2024). The present
survey, ASUSE 2025, was undertaken during January 2025 to December 2025. The
key concepts and definitions adopted in ASUSE are provided in the final section of
this document.

Coverage of ASUSE

GEOGRAPHIC SECTOR WISE OWNERSHIP WISE

Rural and urban areas Unincorporated non- Proprietorship, partnership
of whole of India agricultural (excluding Limited Liability
(except some of the establishments Partnerships), co-operatives,
villages in Andaman belonging to three societies/trusts etc.

and Nicobar Islands, sectors viz.,

which are difficult to Manufacturing, Trade

access) and Other Services




Sampling Strategy

The survey was conducted following a multi-stage stratified sampling
scheme, where first stage units (FSUs) were census villages in rural areas
(except for rural Kerala, where Panchayat wards have been taken as FSUs)
and UFS (Urban Frame Survey) blocks in urban areas. The ultimate stage
units (USUs) were establishments for both the sectors. In case of large FSUs,
one intermediate stage of sampling has been done in the form of hamlet-
groups in rural and sub-blocks in urban.

The sampling design of ASUSE 2025 has been revised to enable quarterly
selection of sample units. To facilitate this shift, the sample size has been
increased by approximately 1.5 times over the previous survey. By adopting
districts within a state as the basic strata, the design also allows participating
states to generate annual estimates at the district level. This improvement
makes it possible to produce quarterly estimates in addition to annual results.

Sample Size

A total of 24,300 FSUs (10,288 in rural and 14,012 in urban) were selected for ASUSE
2025. Out of these, 24,153 FSUs (10,219 in rural and 13,934 in urban) have been
surveyed. Further, 6,70,289 establishments (2,94,144 in rural and 3,76,145 in urban)
pertaining to these 24,153 surveyed FSUs have been canvassed during the period
January 2025 - December, 2025.

Data Collection

ASUSE January - December 2025 has been conducted following an area frame approach.
In the selected First Stage Units (FSUs) of both rural and urban sectors, a comprehensive
listing of eligible establishments was carried out. The survey data were collected
primarily with reference to a ‘monthly’ reference period through oral enquiry from the
selected establishments. However, in the case of a few relatively large establishments
maintaining books of accounts, annual information was obtained from their audited books
of account. Data collection was undertaken using tablets through Computer Assisted
Personal Interviewing (CAPI), ensuring real-time data capture, built-in validation checks,
and improved data quality.



Overview of ASUSE 2025 Results

The estimates of key indicators from ASUSE 2025 point to a strong performance of the
unincorporated non-agricultural sector during the reference period. Expansion was
observed across all three broad activity groups of manufacturing, trade, and other services
in major economic and operational parameters such as the number of establishments,
employment, emoluments, and productivity.

During the period January 2025 to December 2025, the estimated number of establishments
increased by 7.97 per cent, while total employment grew by 6.18 per cent. Gross Value
Added (GVA) at current prices registered a growth of 10.87 per cent over ASUSE 2023-
24. Taken together, these indicators reflect a steady expansion of the sector in terms of both
scale of operations and economic contribution.

The “other services” segment emerged as a key driver of expansion, recording growth of
10.29 per cent in establishments, 7.40 per cent in employment, and 7.36 per cent in GVA.
At the same time, manufacturing and trade demonstrated even stronger gains in value
addition, with GVA increasing by 8.52 per cent and 16.77 per cent, respectively.

Overall, the sustained improvement across core indicators, as compared to ASUSE 2023-
24, underscores the resilience of the sector and reflects a continued high-growth trajectory.

Estimates of Key Aggregate Indicators

Annual estimates of key aggregate indicators, such as, number of establishments, number of
workers and Gross Value Added (GVA) (in current price) are provided in Table 1. Growth
rates (linear, non-compounded) are also included in Table 1 to show the growth in ASUSE
2025 (January, 2025 - December, 2025) over ASUSE 2023-24 (October, 2023 - September,
2024). Moreover, the estimated number of establishments and workers are displayed for
each of the sectors graphically in Figure 1 and Figure 2 respectively.



Table 1: Key aggregate estimates of ASUSE 2023-24 and ASUSE 2025 (all-India)

ASUSE 2023-24 ASUSE 2025
Parameter | (October, 2023 — September, 2024) | (January, 2025 — December, 2025)
R U R+U R U R+U
1 ) ®3) (4) (%) (6) ()

Number of 3,97,477 3,36,518 7,33,995 4,24,139 3,68,327 7,92,465

establishments (6.71%) (9.45%) (7.97%)

(in °00)

Workers (in ’00) | 5,61,384 6,44,614 12,05,998 6,00,104 6,80,415 12,80,518
(6.90%) (5.55%) (6.18%)

Gross Value 6,36,329 11,60,949 | 17,97,278 7,11,825 12,80,751 19,92,577

Added*(in Rs. (11.86%) (10.32%) (10.87%)

Crore)

Note: Figures in the parentheses in columns (5), (6) and (7) give the Growth of ASUSE 2025 (January, 2025- December, 2025) over
ASUSE 2023-24 (October,2023 — September, 2024)

*pertaining to market establishments.

Fig 1: Estimated Number of Establishments (‘00)
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Fig 2: Estimated Number of Workers (*00)
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The comparative estimates show overall expansion of the unincorporated non-agricultural
sector in ASUSE 2025 over ASUSE 2023-24 across both rural and urban areas. While rural
areas recorded higher growth in employment and GVA, the growth in the number of
establishments was stronger in urban areas.



Key Aggregates at Broad Activity Category

Level (BAC)

The estimates of key aggregate indicators at Broad Activity Category Level (BAC) i.e.
manufacturing, trade and other services, along-with growth rates are presented in Table 2.
In this table, ‘M’, “T” and ‘S’ respectively stand for manufacturing, trade and other services.
It is important to mention that ASUSE also covers unincorporated establishments involved
in electric power generation, transmission and distribution, which are very few in number
and hence, are not tabulated separately. The percentage share of the BACs to the number of
establishments, workers and Gross Value Added (GVA) are shown in Figure 3.

Table 2: Key aggregate estimates of ASUSE 2023-24 and ASUSE 2025 at BAC level (all-India)

ASUSE 2023-24

ASUSE 2025

Parameter (October, 2023 — September, 2024) (January, 2025 — December, 2025)

M T S M T S

1 ) @) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Number of 2,01,465 | 2,28,069 3,04,456 2,14513 2,42,155 3,35,781
establishments (in’00) (6.48%) (6.18%) (10.29%)
Workers (in *00) 3,36,977 | 3,97,908 4,71,026 3,49,106 4,25,478 5,05,891
(3.60% ) (6.93%) (7.40%)
Gross Value 3,80,341 | 6,24,405 7,92,288 4,12,730 7,29,108 8,50,635
Added*(in Rs. Crore) (8.52%) (16.77%) (7.36%)

Note: Figures in the parentheses in columns (5), (6) and (7) give the Growth of ASUSE 2025 (January, 2025- December, 2025) over

ASUSE 2023-24 (October,2023 — September, 2024)

*pertaining to market establishments.

The sectoral distribution indicates expansion across manufacturing, trade and other services
during ASUSE 2025 over ASUSE 2023-24. The number of establishments increased by 6.48
per cent in manufacturing, 6.18 per cent in trade and 10.29 per cent in other services, with
the latter emerging as the fastest growing segment in terms of enterprise expansion.
Employment growth remained broad-based, rising by 3.60 per cent in manufacturing, 6.93
per cent in trade and 7.40 per cent in other services, indicating relatively stronger labour
absorption in other services and trade. Gross Value Added (GVVA) at current prices recorded
robust growth across all three sectors, with trade registering the highest increase at 16.77

per cent, followed by manufacturing at 8.52 per cent and other services at 7.36 per cent.
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